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presumably will re-adapt to its restored condition. It is anticipated that the current
management should, on balance, be beneficial to the ants, or, at least, not
deleterious.
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SHORT COMMUNICATION

Sphegina sibirica Stackelberg (Diptera: Syrphidae) in West Sussex.— During 2002 I
was surveying a small deciduous woodland block just south of Fernhurst (Newlands
Copse) at SU876295 for the Cowdray Estate. On the 25 May I collected a number of
individuals of Sphegina species from Torilis sp. (Hedge Parsley) growing in dappled
shade at the ecastern edge of the wood and one from the interface between the
deciduous woodland and a block of mature Picea abies (Norway Spruce) on the
western boundary. Seven of these proved to be Sphegina clunipes (Fallén), and one
was a female Sphegina sibirica. The possible association with Picea has been reported
at other locations where this species has been found (Ball & Morris 2000, Provisional
Atlas of British Hoverflies (Diptera, Syrphidae), BRC). This is the first record for this
species from south-eastern England (A. Stubbs, pers. comm.). It was added to the
British list by Alan Stubbs in 1994 from a Scottish specimen found in 1992 and has
since been found in a number of locations in Scotland and on the Welsh borders.
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